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pardon much of partisanship in the historian; but throughout the 
volume an admirably judicial tone is preserved, and indications of 
partisan spirit are almost wholly absent. There is so much of in- 
terest in the subject itself that one regrets what now and then 
seems to be a sketchiness of treatment. However, the most ob- 
vious criticism applies to the narrow range of sources made use 
of, especially as it is upon monographs such as this that the more 
pretentious histories must be largely based. Allusion has been 
made to the neglect of the War of the Rebellion Records. An- 
other strange omission is that of the Johnson Papers in the 
Library of Congress, while but little attention seems to have been 
given to possible manuscript sources in Louisiana itself, though 
the task of examining them is sufficiently appalling to deter the 
most conscientious investigator. All of these omissions might have 
been remedied by the author had he lived to finish his task. 

The work of the editor has been well done. There are few ob- 
vious repetitions of phrases or statements such as are common to 
unfinished manuscripts; and the footnotes and the index are care- 
fully made. It is to be hoped that some competent hand will now 
undertake the task of carrying on the story in detail to the end of 
the radical regime in 1877. 

Chas. W. Eamsdell. 

The April number of The American Historical Review (Vol. 
XV, No. 3), opens with an account by the secretary, Professor 
Charles H. Haskins, of the annual meeting of the Association last 
December in New York City, and contains, besides, four important 
articles. Professor James E. Baldwin writes, as usual, on the con- 
stitutional history of England, his article being entitled "The 
King's Council and the Chancery"; Professor Guy S. Ford contin- 
ues "Wollner and the Prussian Religious Edict of 1788"; Hon. 
John.W. Foster gives an account of the separation of Church and 
State in Mexico, in an article entitled u The Contest for the Laws 
of Reform in Mexico"; and Dr. James Ford Rhodes writes a 
stirring account of the operations of a lawless Irish labor organiza- 
tion, "The Molly Maguires in the Anthracite Region of Pennsyl- 
vania," 1865-1876. 
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Among the book reviews one finds, of special interest to Texas 
readers, Professor Justin H. Smith's review of Professor Garri- 
son's first volume of the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Republic 
of Texas, which was recently published by the American Historical 
Association as Volume II, Part I, of its Report for 1907. Pro- 
fessor Smith says in part : "Texas was for a time the most critical 
diplomatic battlefield of Christendom. The publication of her cor- 
respondence has therefore been a historical desideratum of no 
little consequence, and one has great reason for thankfulness in 
taking up the first of the two volumes which are to present it, 
edited by a scholar better qualified than any one else for his task 
and put forth by the American Historical Association in excellent 
form. The contents of the volume are in general the correspond- 
ence with the United States down to the close of 1842 ; and among 
the subjects upon which light is thrown are the internal conditions 
of Texas, the character and purposes of her public men, her rela- 
tions with the government and the Federalists of Mexico, her 
southern and her northern boundary difficulties, her Indian troubles, 
the moral and the material assistance drawn from the United 
States, the Santa Fe expedition and its sequel, the question of pos- 
tal arrangements with the United States and fugitives from justice, 
American relations with Mexico and action in behalf of Texan in- 
dependence, the treaty of amity, navigation, and commerce with 
the country, political conditions here, the motives and aims of our 
statesmen, and — above all other subjects — the questions of recog- 
nition by this government and annexation to our Union." 

E. C. B. 



For the Liberty of Texas. By Edward Stratemeyer. Lathop, 
Lee & Shepard Co., Boston, 1909. 

This is a juvenile book written some ten years ago, and is the 
first of a series of three romantic stories known as the Mexican 
War Series, published by Dana Estes & Co., but now reissued by 
the Lathop, Lee & Shepard Co. The struggle of the Texans for 
freedom from Mexico forms the historical background. Two boys, 
Dan and Ealph Eadbury, living with their father in "a typical 
frontier home in the heart of Texas, close to the Guadalupe Eiver, 
and about ten miles from what was then the village of Gonzales," 



